
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Robert Ware       

Department: Philosophy       Phone Number: (618) 650-2913 

E-mail Address: rware@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1433 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking up to 3 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   Philosophy 495 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 1-3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Most meetings are held in my office in Peck Hall. We occasionally meet off campus if feasible. 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
We are applying a simple algorithmic model as an innovative approach to a new foundation for mathematics and 

physics. As much of the work in mathematics has been completed, we are now working primarily in classical, 

quantum, and particle physics. While we are dealing with abstract topics, no specific background is required. This is 

because the model builds from the ground up, and its presentation is intended for a broadly educated audience. So by 

following the model, a student with a general background will be equipped with prerequisite information. Students 

possessed of genuine intellectual curiosity and creativity tend to be best suited for this project. Nevertheless, those 

with backgrounds in any of the following disciplines may have some advantage: chemistry, computer science, 

engineering, mathematics, philosophy, physics, statistics. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

After familiarizing themselves with the project as completed thus far, students will meet once per week in Peck Hall 

2219. Occasional meetings may be held off campus, as feasible for all involved. From these general meetings, 

individual students will be assigned specific research projects in accord with particular interests and skills. 

Individual projects will involve creative problem solving in the context of the existing model and broader scholarly 

literature. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

Students will learn and apply creative problem-solving skills in the development of components of an encompassing 

theoretical model for presentation at scholarly conferences, for publication in scholarly journals, and for compilation 

in a published scholarly volume. 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

While there is no absolute scheduling prerequisite, students who are available to meet on Tuesday and Thursday 

afternoons-- especially at 3:30 PM-- will have some advantage. 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Most meetings are held on campus. Occasionally meetings may be scheduled off campus if transportation is 

available for all involved. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

A broad and lively curiosity is a must. 

 

 


